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Amendments to the Claims; 



Claims 1-194 (Canceled). 



^ Claim 195 (Currently Amended): A method for enabling a plurality of gift 
givers to each make a respective commitment for a monetary contribution of any giver- 
desired amount toward a gift for a gift recipient, the method comprising: 

receiving at a centralized gift registry computer system gift ideas supplied by the 
gift recipient; 

storing the gift ideas in a memory which is part of, or accessible to, said gift 
registry computer system; 

providing to the gift givers, based on the stored gift ideas and in response to 
requests supplied to said gift registry computer, an on-line display of the gift ideas; 




[ a fe© purd 



gift! 



-line 



for monetary i 
display of gift ideas; 

combining the commitments for monetary contributions and updating the display 
of the gift ideas to reflect an uncommitted balance of th e curr e nt oommitmentg toward the 



selected gift's purchase price gift: ' i 

automatically generating a purchase request for the selected gift if the total of the 
commitments is equal to or greater than the,sek^ed gift's a purchase price of the gift ; 
and 

attempting to satisfy the purchase request, ^ ^ 




-wherein the commitment of each giver that commits to make a monetary 
/contribution is for any gi ver-desired portion of the uncommitted balance of the selected 
gift's purchase price. - 

^ Claim 196 (Currently Amended): The method according to claim 195, wherein 
the commitment of each giver that commits to make a monetary contribution is directly 
specified by the gift giver as an amount of currencv gaeaev. 
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Claim 197 (Previously Presented): The method according to claim 195, wherein 
the providing of an on-line display of the gift ideas comprises; 

generating one or more web pages based on the gift ideas supplied by the gift 
recipient; and 

supplying the generated web pages to the gift givers in response to giver-supplied 
requests. 

^ Claim 198 (Previously Presented); The method according to claim 195, wherein 
attempting to satisfy the purchase request comprises: 
sending the purchase request to a supplier. 

Claim 1 99 (Currently Amended): A method for enabling a plurality of gift 
givers to each make a respective commitment for a monetary contribution of any giver- 
desired amount toward a gift for a gift recipient^ the method comprising: 

receiving at a centralized gift registry computer system gift ideas supplied by the 
gift recipient; 

storing the gift ideas in a memory which is part of, or accessible to> said gift 
registry computer system; 

providing to the gift givers^ based on the stored gift ideas and in response to 
requests supplied to said gift registry computer, an on-line display of the gift ideas; 

receiving at said gift registry computer system commitments from the gift givers 
for monetary contributions toward a ^ purchase price of a gift selected from the on-line 
display of gift ideas; 

combining the commitments for monetary contributions and updating the display 
of the gift ideas to reflect the uncommittedJ^ance of curront commitments toward the 
selected gift's purchase price f^d; 

automatically generating a purchase request for the selected gift if the total of the 
commitments is equal to or greater than the selected gift's a piuchase price of th e gift ; 
and 
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attempting to satisfy the purchase request, 

wherein the cotnmitment of each giver that commits to make a monetary 
contribution is for any giver-desired portion of the uncommitted balance of the selected 
gift's purchase price, and 

wherein attempting to satisfy the purchase request comprises: 
sending an offer to purchase the selected gift to a plurality of vendors; 
receiving an acceptance of the offer from one of the vendors; and 
requesting that the accepting vendor send the selected gift to the gift recipient. 



Claim 200 (Cmrently Amended): A method for enabling a plurality of gift 
givers to each make a respective commitment for a monetary contribution of any giver- 
desired amount toward a gift for a gift recipient, the method comprising; 

receiving at a centralized gift registry computer system gift ideas supplied by the 
gift recipient; 

storing the gift ideas in a memory which is part of^ or accessible to, said gift 
registry computer system; 

providing to the gift givers, based on the stored gift ideas and in response to 
requests supplied to said gift registry computer, an on-line display of the gift ideas; 

receiving at said gift registry computer system commitments from the gift givers 
for monetary contributions toward a ft© purchase price of a gift selected ftom the on-line 
display of gift ideas; 

combining the commitments for monetary contributions and updating the display 
of the gift ideas to reflect the uncoTmnitt e d balance of current GQ^nTnitm^mtn tftwnrd thft 
selected gift's purchase price gift; 

automatically generating a purchase request for the selected gift if the total of the 
commitments is equal to or greater than the_selected gift's a purchase price of the gift ; 
and 

attempting to satisfy the purchase request, 
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wherein the commitment of each giver that commits to make a monetary 
contribution is for any giver-desired portion of the uncommitted balance of the selected 
gift's purchase price, and 

wherein attempting to satisfy the purchase request comprises: 
adding the purchase request for the selected gift to a gift list of gifts to be 
purchased; 

aggregating purchase requests for identical gifts into a single purchase order; 
sending an offer to purchase the gifts in the purchase order to a pluraUty of 
vendors; 

receiving an acceptance of the offer from one of the vendors; and 
requesting that the accepting vendor send the gifts in the purchase order to the 
appropriate gift recipients. 

Claim 201 (Previously Presented); The method according to claim 195, wherein 
the receiving of commitments from the gift givers comprises: 

receiving credit card information supplied by the gift givers that make 
commitments. 

Claim 202 (Currently Amended); The method according to claim 195, wherein 
the receiving of commitments from the gift givers comprises: 

receiving commitments from the gift givers that include cormnitments which are 
contingent upon other gift givers making commitments such that the total of all 
commitments is equal to or greater than the prio ^ ofthe selected gift*s pufehase price ^ft. 

Claim 203 (Currently Amended): The method according to claim 195, wherein 
the receiving of gift ideas from a gift recipient comprises receiving atleast one 
gift Idea ideas that snedfles spe^ a substifatfe.^ subotitution option , 

Claim 204 (Currently Amended): The method according to claim 195, fiirther 
comprising: 
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providing the comrnitments for monetary contributions to the gift recipient as 
cash if the total of the commitments is less than the gelected gift's purchase price. 

Claim 205 (Currently Amended): The method according to claim 195, wherein 
one or more of the gift ideas specified by the gift recipient is associated with a recipient- 
determined purchase price for the gift idea. 

Claim 206 (Previously Presented): The method according to claim 195, wherein 
one or more of the gift ideas specified by the gift recipient is associated with a recipient- 
determined vendor for the gift idea. 

Claim 207 (Currently Amended): A computer-readable medixmi having 
computer-executable instructions for performing a method for enabling a plurality of gift 
givers to each make a respective commitment for a monetary contribution of any giver- 
desired amount toward a gift for a gift recipient, the method comprising: 

receiving at a centralized gift registry computer system gift ideas supplied by the 
gift recipient; 

storing the gift ideas in a memory which is part of, or accessible to, said gift 
registry computer system; 

providing to the gift givers, based on the stored gift ideas and in response to 
requests supplied to said gift registry computer, an on-line display of the gift ideas; 

receiving at said gift registry computer system cormnitments from the gift givers 
for monetary contributions toward a tiae purchase price of a gift selected from the on-line 
display of gift ideas; 

combining the commitments for monetary contributions and updating the display 
of the gift ideas to reflect the uncommitted balance of ourrcmt oommitmonts toward the 
selected gift's purchase price ^ft; 

automatically generating a purchase request for the selected gift if the total of the 
commitments is equal to or greater than the selected gift's e purchase price of the? gift; 
and 
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attemptitig to satisfy the purchase request, 

wherein the commitment of each giver that commite to make a monetary 
contribution is for any giver-desired portion of the uncommitted balance of the selected 
gift's purchase price. 

Claim 208 (Currently Amended): A centralized gift registry computer system 
programmed to perfoira a method for enabling a plurality of gift givers to each make a 
respective commitment for a monetary contribution of any giver-desired amount toward a 
gift for a gift recipient, the method comprising: 




receiving at said centralized gift registry computer system gift ideas supplied by 
the gift recipient; 

storing the gift ideas in a memory which is part of, or accessible to, said gift 
registry computer system; 



providing to the gift givers, based on the stored gift ideas and in response to 
requests supplied to said gift registry computer, an on-line display of the gift ideas; 

receiving at said gift registry computer system commitments from the gift givers 
for monetary contributions toward a fee purchase price of a gift selected from the on-line 
display of gift ideas; 

combining the commitments for monetary contributions and updating the display 
of the gift ideas to reflect the imcommitted balance of ourrent oommitments toward the 
selected gift's purch fiRe price gift; 

automatically generating a purchase request for the selected gift if the total of the 
commitments is equal to or greater than the selected gift^s & purchase price of th e gift ; 
and 

attempting to satisfy the purchase request, 

wherein the conuxutment of each giver that commits to make a monetary 
contribution is for any giver-desired portion of the uncommitted balance of the selected 
gift's purchase price. 
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Claim 209 (Currently Amended): A gift registry computer system configured 
to enable a plurality of gift givers to each make a respective monetary contribution of any 
giver-desired amount toward a gift for a gift recipient, the computer system comprising: 

a communications circuit for connecting to a communications networic; 

a processor; and 

a memory containing instructions executable by said processor to perform the 
steps of: 

receiving gift ideas sillied by the gift recipient via said communications 

network; 

^ storing the gift ideas in said memory or in another memory accessible to 

said gift registry computer system; 

providing to the gift givers, based on the stored gift ideas and in response 
to requests supplied via said communications network, an on-line display of the gift 
ideas; 

receiving, via said communications network, commitments from the gift 
givers for monetary contributions toward a ^ purchase price of a gift selected from the 
display of gift ideas; 

combining the coimnitments for monetary contributions and updating the 
display of the gift ideas to reflect the uncommitted balance of ouiront oemmitmeB te 
toward the selected gift's purchase price ^; 

automatically generating a purchase request for the selected gift if the total 
of the commitments is equal to or greater than the selected gift's g purchase price oftho 
gift; and 

attempting to satisfy the purchase request, 
wherein the commitment of each giver that commits to make a monetary 
contribution is for any giver-desired portion of the uncommitted balance of the selected 
gift's purchase price. 

Claim 210 (Previously Presented): The gift registry computer system according 
to claim 209, wherein the communications network is the Internet. 



PAGE 10/27 ' RCVD AT 2/412004 11:11:11 PM [Eastern Standard Time]* SVR:USPTO-EfSf-1/0^ DNIS:8729306 * CSID:703 816 4100 * DURATION (mfn-ss):07-24 




NIXON S VANDERHYE Fax:703-816-4100 Feb 4 2004 11:15 P. 11 

Hsu et aL 

Serial No.: 09/421,108 

Claim 211 (Currently Amended): The gift registry computer system according 
to claim 209, wherein the commitment of each giver that commits to make a monetary 
contribution is directly specified by the gift giver as an amount of currency mesey. 

Claim 212 (Currently Amended): A method for enabling a plurality of gift 
givers to each contribute part of a total gift amoxmt specified for a gift for a gift recipient, 
the method comprising; 

receiving at a centralized gift registry computer system gift ideas supplied by the 
gift recipien t, at least one of the received gift ideas specifying a substitute gift : 

storing the gift ideas in a memory which is part of^ or accessible to, the gift 
registry computer system; 

providing to the gift givers, based on the stored gift ideas and in respotise to 
requests supplied to the gift registry computer system^ an on-line display of the gift ideas; 

receiving at the gift registry computer system cormnitments from the gift givers 
for parts fos^ of the total gift amount specified for a gift selected from the on-line display 
of gift ideas; 

combining the commitments from the gift givers and updating the display of the 
gift ideas to reflect the uncommitted balance of curr e nt oommdtei » t s4ew^ the total gift 
amount specified for the selected gift; and 

automatically generating a purchase request for the selected gift if the total of the 
commitments is equal to or greater than the total gift amount specified for the gift, 

wherein the commitment of each giver for part of the total gift amount is directly 
specified by the gift giver as an amount of cinrency. 

Claim 213 (Previously Presented): The method according to claim 212, wherein 
the providing of an on-line display of gift ideas comprises: 

generating one or more web pages based on the gift ideas supplied by the gift 
recipient; and 
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supplying the generated web pages to the gift givers in response to giver-supplied 
requests. 



Claim 214 (Previously Presented): The method according to claim 212, wherein 
the receiving of commitments from die gift givers comprises: 

receiving commitments fix>m the gift givers that include commitments which are 
contingent upon other gift givers making commitments such that the total of all 
commitments is equal to or greater than the total gift amount specified for the selected 
gift. 

Claim 215 (Canceled). 

Claim 2 1 6 (Previously Presented): The method according to claim 212, further 
comprising: 

providing the commitoients from the gift givers to the gift recipient as cash if the 
total of the commitments is less than the total gift amount specified for the selected gift. 

Claim 2 1 7 (Previously Presented): The method according to claim 21,2, wherein 
the gift recipient specifies total gift amounts for the gift ideas. 

Claim 218 (Currently Amended): A storage medium having processor- 
^SS^^msttuctions ifor performing a ^ method of claim 212 for enabling a TiluraTity 
of gift Rivers to each contribute part of a t o tal eift amount specified far a gift for a p ft 
recipient^ the method comprisins - 

receiving at a centralized gift reeistrv comp uter svstem gift ideas supplied bv the 
gift recipient, at least one of the received gift idsait u pecifvine a substimte gift: 

storing the gift ideas in a mem ory which is part of or accesfiible to. tha ^ ft 
registry computer svstem: 

providing to the rift givers, baae d on the stored gift ideas and in response tn 
requests supplied to the gift reeistrv computer system ^ an on-line disnlav of the dft iHeiia; 
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receiving at t he gift registry computer system conimitments fix^m the grift givers 
for parts of the total sift amount specified for a gift selected from the on^liTie display of 
gift ideas: 

combining the commitments from the gift givers and updating the display of the 
gift ideas to reflect the uncommitted balance of the total gift amount specified for the 
selected gift: and 

automatically generating a purchase regue&t for the selected gift if the total of the 
commitments is equal to or greater than the total gift amount s pecdfied for the gift. 

wherein the commitment of each giver for part of the total gift amount is directly 
specified by the gift giver as an amount of currency . 

Claim 219 (Previously Presented): A computer system programmed to perform 
a ^ method ^i^tafese4H5 for enabling a plurahtv of gift givers to each contribute part of 
a total gift amount specified for a gift for a gift recipients the method comprising: 

receiving at a centralized gift registry computer system gift ideas supp lied by the 
gift recipient, at least one of the received dft ideas specifying a substitute g ift: 

storing the gift ideas in a memory which is part of. or accessible to. the gift 
registry computer system: 

providing to the gift givers, based on the stored gift ideas andJn response to 
requests supplied to the gift registry computer system, an on-line display of the gift ideas: 

receiving at the gift registry computer system conmiitmcnts from the gift givers 
for parts of the total gift amount specified for a gift selected from the on-line display of 
gift ideas; 

combining the commitments from the gift dvers and updating the display of the 
gift ideas to reflect the uncommitted balance of the total gift amount specified for the 
selected gift: and 

automatically generating a pu rchase request for the selected gift if the total of the 
commitments is equal to or greater than the total gift amount specified for the gift, 

[wherein the commitment of each giver for part of the total gift amount is dirsctly 1 
specified bv the gift give r as an amount of currency . J 
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Claim 220 (Cuirently Amended): A method for enabling a plurality of gift 
givers to each contribute part of a total gift amoimt specified fbr a gift for a gift recipient, 
the method comprising: 

receiving at a centralized gift registry computer system gift ideas supplied by the 
gift recipient, wherein each gift idea has a specified total gift amount; 

storing the gift ideas and total gift amounts in a storage medium which is part of> 
or accessible to, the gift registry computer system; 

providing to the gift givers, based on the stored gift ideas and total gift amounts 
and in response to requests supplied to the gift registry computer system^ an on-line 
display of the gift ideas and the total gift amounts; 

receiving at the gift registry computer system commitments fiom the gift givers 
for parts p^ of the total gift amount specified for a gift selected fi'om the on-line display 
of gift ideas; 

combining the commitments firom the gift givers and updating the display of the 
gift ideas to reflect the uncommitted balance of omrcmt oommitm e ntfl toward the total gift 
amount specified for the selected gift; and 

automatically generating a purchase request for the selected gift if the total of the 
commitments is equal to or greater than the total gift amount specified for the selected 



wKargin each giver is able to commit for part of the total gift amount specified for 
^ e selected gift even if ^ only th e total gift amount for th e s e l e ct e d gift is specified hy 
the gift idea for the selected gift is the total gift amount . 



Claim 22 1 (Previously Presented) : The method according to claim 220, wherein 
the providing of an on-line display of gift ideas comprises: 

generating one or more web pages based on the gift ideas supplied by the gift 
recipient; and 

supplying the generated web pages to the gift givers in response to giver-supplied 
requests. 
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Claim 222 (Previously Presented): The method according to claim 220, wherein 
the receiving of commitments from the gift givers comprises: 

receiving commitments from the gift givers that include commitments which are 
contingent upon other gift givers making commitments such that the total of all 
commitments is equal to or greater than the total gift amount specified for the selected 
gift. 

Claim 223 (Currently Amended): The method accorditig to claim 220, wherein 
the receiving of gift ideas from a gift recipient comprises receiving at least one 
gift idea id e as that specifies a substitute gdft gpooify oubatitutiOD optionf3 for the gift ideas . 

Claim 224 (Previously Presented): The method according to claim 220, further 
comprising: 

providing the commitments from the gift givers to the gift recipient as cash if the 
total of the commitments is less than the total gift amount specified for the selected gift. 



Claim 225 (Previously Presented): The method according to claim 220, wherein 
the gift recipient specifies total gift amounts for the gift ideas. 



Claim 226 (Currently Amended): A storage medium having processor- 
executable instructions for performing a Ike method of claim 220 for enabling: a plurality 
of gift givers to each contribute oart of a total gift amount specified for a gift for a gift 
recipient, the method comprising: 

receiving at a centralized gift reristrv computer svstem gift ideas supphed by the 
gift recipient, wherein each gift idea has a specified total gift amount: 

storing the gift ideas and total gift amounts in a storage medium which is part of. 
or accessible to. the gift registry computer system: 
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providing to the gift giver s, based on the stored gift ideas and total sift amounts 
and in response to reauest s supplied to the gift registry computer svstem. an on-line 
display of tlie gift ideas and the total gift amounts: 

receiving at th e gift registry computer system commitments from the sift ^vers 
for parts of the total gift amount specified for a gift s elected from the on-line display of 
gift ideas: 

combining the commitments from the gift avers and updating the display of the 
gift ideas t o reflect the uncommitted balance of the total gift amount specified for the 
selected gift: and 

automatically generating a purchase request for the selected gift if the total of the 
commitments is eoual to or grea ter than the total gift amount specified for the selected 



wherein each g iver is able to commit for part of the total gift amount specified fgr 
the selected gift even if the only ( gift amount specified by the gift idea for the selected gift 
is the total gift amount . 

Claim 227 (Previously Presented): A computer programmed to perform 3 the 
method ofolaini320 for enabling a nlurahtv o f gift givers to each contribute part of a 
total gift amount specified for a gift fo r a gift recipient, the method comprising: 

receiving at a centralized gift registry com puter svstem gift ideas supplied bv the 
gift recipient wherein e ach sift idea has a specified total gift amount; 

storing the gift ideas and total eift amounts in a storage medium which is part of, 
or accessi ble to, the dft registry computer yy ^tem; 

providing to thQ gift givers, based on the stored g ift ideas and total gift amounta 
and in response to requests supplied to the gift registr y computer system, an on-lit^ ^ 
display of the gift ideas and the total sift amounts: 

receiving at the gift registry computet sv stem commitments firon^ the gift givers 
fer parts of the total gift amount specifi ed for a gift selected fi^m the on-line disp lav nf 
gi&ideas; 



gift. 
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combiaing the coimnitmetxts from the rift givers and updating the display of the 
gift ideas to reflect the imcominitted balance of the total rift amount specified for the 
selected rift: and 

automaticallv generating a t)urchase request for the selected gift if the total of the 
commitments is equal to or ^ater than the total rift amount specified for the selected 

Sft. 

.^"""'^tt^ierein each ri ver is able to commit for part of the total gift amount specified for 
/ the selected gift even if the only gift amount specified by the rift idea for the select^Lg iS 
I is the total sift amount. , — — ' 

Claim 228 (Currently Amended): A gift registry computer system configured 
to enable a plurality of gift givers to each contribute part of a total gift amount specified 
for a gift for a gift recipient, the computer system comprising: 

a conimumcation circuit for connecting to a commimications network; 

a processor; and 

a storage medium containing instructions executable by the processor to perform 
the steps of: 

receiving gift ideas supplied by the gift recipien t at least one of the 
received gift ideas specifying a substitute gift : 

storing the gift ideas in a storage medium which is accessible to the 

processor; 

providing to the gift givers, based on the stored gift ideas and in response 
to requests supplied over the communications network, an on-line display of the gift 
ideas; 

receiving commitments from the gift givers for ggits past of the total gift 
amount specified for a gift selected from the on-line display of gift ideas; 

combining the commitments icom the gift givers and updating the display 
of the gift ideas to reflect the imcommitted balance of ouHont oommitmonto toward the 
total gift amount specified for the selected gift; and 
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automatically generating & purchase request for the selected gift if the total 
of the commitments is equal to or greats than the total gift amount specified for the gift, 

'wfierein the commitmentof each-giverforpSTo^^ 
specified by the gift giver as aja amount of currency* J 

Claim 229 (Previously Presented): The gift registry computer system according 
to claim 2283 wherein the providing of an on-line display of gift ideas comprises: 

generating one or more web pages based on the gift ideas supplied by the gift 
recipient; and 

supplying the generated web pages to the gift givers in response to giver-supplied 
requests. 

Claim 230 (Previously Presented): The gift registry computer system according 
to claim 228, wherein the receiving of commitments from the gift givers comprises: 

receiving commitments from the gift givers that include commitments which are 
contingent upon other gift givers making commitments such that the total of all 
commitments is equal to or greater than the total gift amount specified for the selected 
gift. 



Claim 231 (Canceled). 



Claim 232 (Previously Presented): The gift registry computer system according 
to claim 228, further comprising: 

providing the commitments from the gift givers to the gift recipient as cash if the 
total of the commitments is less than the total gift amount specified for the selected gift. 

Claim 233 (Previously Presented): The gift registry computer according to 
claim 228, wherein the gift recipient specifies total gift amounts for the gift ideas. 
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Claim 234 (Cmrently Amended): A gift registry computer system configured 
to enable a plurality of gift givers to each contribute part of a total gift amount specified 
for a giil for a gift recipient, the computer system comprising; 

a communication circuit for connecting to a communications network; 

a processor; and 

a storage medium containing instructions executable by the processor to perform 
the steps of: 

receiving gift ideas supplied by the gift recipient, wherein each gift idea 
has a specified total gift amount; 

storing the gift ideas and total gift amouixts in a storage medium which is 
accessible to the processor, 

providing to the gift givers, based on the stored gift ideas and total gift 
amounts and in response to requests supplied over the communications network, an on- 
line display of the gift ideas and the total gift amounts; 

receiving commitments from the gift givers for parts paf( of the total gift 
amount specified for a gift selected from the on-line display of gift ideas; 

combining the commitments from the gift givers and updating the display 
of the gift ideas to reflect the uncommitted balance of ourront commitm e nts towig d the 
total gift amount specified for the selected gift; and 

automatically generating a purchase request for the selected gift if the total 
of the commitments is equal to or greater than the total gift amount specified for the 
selected gift, : 

:^erein"eacli^iver is able to commit for part of the total gift amount specified for 
a selected gift even if ±e only the total gift amount for th e oeleotod gift is specified by the 
gift idea for the selected ^ft is the total gift amount . 

Claim 235 (f>reviously Presented): The gift registry computer system according 
to claim 234, wherein the providing of an on-line display of gift ideas comprises: 

generating one or more web pages based on the gift ideas supplied by the gift 
recipient; and 
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supplying the generated web pages to the gift givers in response to giver-supplied 
requests. 

Claim 23 6 (Previously Presented): The gift registry computer system according 
to claim 234, wherein the receiving of cotumitments from the gift givers comprises: 

receiving commitments ftom the gift givers that include commitments which are 
contingent upon other gift givers making commitments such that the total of all 
commitments is equal to or greater than the total gift amount specified for the selected 
gjbftt 



Claim 237 (Currently Amended): The gift registry computer system according 
to claim 234, wherein 

the receiving of gift ideas from a gift recipient comprises receiving at least one 
gift idea ideas that specifies a substitute gift sp e cify substitution optiona for the gift idoofl . 



Claim 23 8 (Previously Presented): The gift registry computer system according 
to claim 234, further comprising: 

providing the commitments from the gift givers to the gift recipient as cash if the 
total of the commitments is less than the total gift amotmt specified for the selected gift. 



Claim 239 (Previously Presented): The gift registry computer system according 
to claim 234, wherein the gift recipient specifies total gift amounts for the gift ideas. 
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